
Key ID Features 

Synonyms:  
- Coatis, Ring-tailed Coati, Coatis-mondis,  
Cwatimwndi (Welsh) 
 

Native to: South America 
Consignments likely to come from: unknown 
 
 

Identification difficulty : Easy 
 

Identification information:  
The coatimundi is similar in size to a small dog, 
weighing up to 5.5 kg and the head-to-tail length 
ranging from 80 to 130 cm with a little more than 
half the length being tail.  It has short forelegs, long 
hind legs, black feet, a pointed snout with black fa-
cial markings and a distinctive long, banded tail.  It 
has a harsh red-brown and black coat which light-
ens to yellow-brown on the underparts. Coatimundi 
walk with a bear-like gait. 
 
 
 

Coatimundi (Nasua nasua) 

Black facial marking with 
white on chin and throat 

Long, pointed 
muzzle 

Reddish-brown 
and black coat 

Black paws 

Banded tail, usually 
carried erect with 
curled tip 

* Coati swarm by j / f / photos, Creative Common BY-ND http://www.flickr.com/photos/good-karma/401110526/sizes/o/ 

* 

www.nonnativespecies.org 
 

For definitive identification, contact: 
nnss@apha.gsi.gov.uk 



Red Fox 
Native 
(Vulpes vulpes) 

Red-brown 
in colour 

White and red 
face with pointed 
white muzzle 

Tail long, 
thick and 
bushy, with 
no bands 

Body length 
90 - 120 cm 

Even length 
fore and 
hind limbs 

Ears erect 
and pointed 
with black 
backs 

Photos from:   Ruthanne Annaloro, Danial Winchester, j / f / photos, Olivier Duquesne 

Badger 
Native 
(Meles meles) 

Short tail with 
white tip 

Fur is grey 
to black 

No bands 
on tail 

Body length  
75 - 90 cm 

Low to 
ground, short 
limbs 

Black and white 
face markings 

Coatimundi Nasua nasua) 
For comparison 

Coati by Olivier Duquesne, Creative Common BY-SA  
http://www.flickr.com/photos/daffyduke/3644277763/sizes/o/ 

Similar species 
 

Nasua nasua may be confused with other medium sized mammals but can be distinguished by its distinctive 
coat and tail.  

Raccoon  
non-native 
(Procyon lotor) 

Thick furry 
ringed tail 

Distinctive dark 
eye patches 

Body length  
40 - 70 cm 


